
CABINET

MINUTES OF MEETING
Tuesday, 26th February 2019

PRESENT:  Councillor Brett (in the Chair); Councillors Iftikhar Ahmed, Daalat 
Ali, Blundell, Neil Emmott, Emsley, Heakin, O’Rourke and Rowbotham.

OFFICERS:  S. Rumbelow (Chief Executive), N. Thornton (Director of 
Resources), M. Widdup (Director of Neighbourhoods), G. Hopper (Director of 
Children’s Services), V. Bradshaw (Chief Finance Officer), D. Bowler 
(Assistant Director – Place), G. Pilkington (Neighbourhoods Directorate), 
F. Davies (Children’s Services) and A. James (Resources Directorate). 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor Dearnley and one member of the public 

APOLOGIES
109 There were no apologies for absence.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
110 There were no declarations of interests.

MINUTES
111 Resolved:

That the minutes of the meeting of Cabinet held on 12th February 2019 be 
approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record.

THE NEED FOR EXTRA PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACES 2019 - 2023
112 The Cabinet considered a report of the Director of children’s Services 
which advised that the Borough of Rochdale continued to see large numbers 
of children applying for in-year primary school places. In the 2017/18 
academic year a total of 2,055 in-year applications were received and 970 
new school places were applied for in-year (primary and secondary 
combined). For the four months from September to December the current 
academic year’s total of additional school in-year applications is 30.7% higher 
than the previous year. 

The Cabinet was advised that birth rates from the latest Office of National 
statistics data available for Rochdale, for the 2016/17 academic year, showed 
that there were 3,051 births in the Borough. This nearly equalled the previous 
record birth rate of 3,069 which occurred in 2011/12. The 2011/12 children 
were now in year 2 and made up the largest school cohort with a total of 3,075 
year 2 pupils across the borough.

Recent house completion data, that was reported in the local media, on 28th 
November 2018, showed the creation of new housing had doubled in the 
2017/18 financial year to 799 completions. The average rate of new house 
builds 2010 – 2016 was 381 per year. The 5 year Strategic Housing Land 
Availability Assessment gave an average house build rate of over 850 per 



annum for the next 10 years and while this could be affected by economic 
conditions and forecasts, the additional forecasted children had to be 
considered.

As a consequence of the information detailed above, extra capacity was 
required to be created in the Primary school estate in all areas of the Borough 
and also some capital spend was required to create classrooms for temporary 
bulge classes that were currently in operation and planned for the future.

Alternatives considered:
It was reported that recent years 30 of the Borough’s 69 mainstream Primary 
Schools had taken bulge years or increased their Published Admission 
Number (PAN). The majority of these had undergone either internal 
restructuring or major building carried out. All extra classes were being 
discussed with Head teachers and governing bodies.

In Heywood, Middleton and South Rochdale primary schools were reaching 
the point where they could not be expanded further and the possibility of the 
council needing to open new schools must be considered. With the current 
Government’s Academy/Free school programme new schools could only be 
opened as independently run Academy schools and must be provided under 
the centrally funded ‘Wave Programme’ or through the council funded 
‘Presumption’ route.

Resolved:
1. The Cabinet supports the expansion of the Primary school estate on 

the understanding that further details will be brought before the relevant 
Township Committees for consideration.

2. The Cabinet approves in principle the possibility of new Primary 
schools being needed, which would have to be created using the Free 
School/Academy programme and housing developer education 
contributions through the S106 procedure are being sought from all 
suitable housing developments

3. The Cabinet recommends the approval of additional expenditure on 
bulge classes in the Rochdale and Heywood Townships.

Reasons for the decision:
The Council has a statutory duty to provide education and school places to all 
school aged children living in the Borough and consequently has a duty to 
plan adequately for predicted pupil numbers. Current housing development 
plans along with the housing allocations defined in the Greater Manchester 
Spatial Framework have dictated that pupil numbers in Rochdale will continue 
to grow and plans therefore have to be put into place to create the needed 
school capacity.
Eligible for Call-in: yes

SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACES 2019 AND 2020 INTAKE
113 The Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Children’s Services 
that examined strategies for managing the predicted shortfall of pupils in year 



7 places are outlined for the intake year of 2019 and 2020. The Council’s 
Schools Team was working to aid the Department for Education and any 
successful academy to open a new school in the Borough for September 
2021.

The Schools Team were in discussions with different schools about any 
additional places and the number of additional places could change from 
those presented in the Director’s report. In particular more places in Pennines 
schools were being sought due an ongoing shortage of places for pupils living 
in the Pennines Township.

The government has made an announcement to say they would fund all 
special school applications that “meet the criteria”. Rochdale Council has 
submitted an expression of interest to have a new secondary special school 
specialising in Autism and Communications special needs.

Alternatives considered:
The Council’s Children’s Services were working to meet the statutory 
requirement to offer all pupils living in the borough a school place and would 
continue to discuss options with schools across the Borough.

Resolved:
1. The Cabinet approves the strategies that are outlined in the Director of 

Children’s Services report to deal with the possible shortage of school 
places for the year 7 intake in both 2019 and 2020.

2. The Cabinet notes the announcement about special schools made by 
the government; agrees that a suitable site will need to be proposed for 
such a school and that a report should be submitted to a future meeting 
of the Cabinet recommending an approval of an appropriate location.

Reasons for the decisions:
The cabinet was informed that since 2005 the number of pupils in schools had 
steadily risen. Extra capacity had been created in both the Primary and 
Secondary school estates. 11 of the Borough’s 12 secondary schools have 
had building expansions or taken numbers over their Pupil Admission Number 
(PAN). Two schools were currently undergoing building works but had already 
raised their PAN to take extra children. No further secondary school 
expansions were planned and two new schools were needed in the Borough; 
one in the Pennines Township and the other in Middleton Township.

In addition a shortage of places in year 7 was forecast for both September 
2019 and September 2020 and the Department for Education had said that 
any new school granted approval to be built would not be able to open until 
September 2021 at the earliest. Strategies for dealing with any possible 
shortage of places were in place for 2019 and in development for 2020.
Eligible for call-in: Yes

INTRODUCTION OF FEES FOR RESIDENTS PARKING PERMITS
114 The Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Neighbourhoods 
which informed members that that the Council’s Highways Service processed 



up to 2,170 residents parking zone permits over each two year period. The 
proposed introduction of charges would allow the Highways Service to 
generate income from the processing of the permits which would off-set salary 
costs for undertaking the processing. A public consultation exercise had been 
undertaken regarding charging for residents parking permits.

In deliberating on the report the Cabinet considered a number of charging 
options, including a proposal to issue the first residential pass to a household 
free of charge then a charge of £25 for each subsequent parking permit up to 
a maximum of four. 

Alternatives considered:
The Cabinet could decide not to take the proposal forward and identify 
alternative savings proposals.

Resolved:
1. The Cabinet approves the proposal, detailed in the Director of 

Neighbourhoods report, to introduce fees for resident parking permits 
following public consultation as part of the Council’s Savings 
Programme 2019/20 – 2020/21.

2. The Cabinet approved a proposal to issue the first residential pass to a 
household free of charge then a charge of £25 for each subsequent 
parking permit up to a maximum of four. 

Reasons for the decision:
The decision supports the Council’s requirement to deliver a balanced budget 
for 2019/20 – 2020/21.
Eligible for Call-in: Yes.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
115 Resolved:
That the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting during consideration 
of the following two items of business, in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended.

 
Reason for Decision:
Should the press and public remain during the following two items of business 
there may be a disclosure of information that is deemed to be exempt under 
Part 3 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.

CHARGE A NUMBER OF SCHOOLS FOR THE SCHOOL CROSSING 
PATROL SERVICE
116 The Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Neighbourhoods that 
presented proposals for the introduction of charging for the School Crossing 
Patrol Service. 

The Cabinet was reminded that in 2016 it had been proposed that the Council 
would withdraw or charge for the School Crossing Patrol Service. It was noted 
that this proposal was withdrawn at the time. The Director of Neighbourhoods’ 
report proposed that due to continuing financial pressures facing the Council 



and that the School Crossing Patrol service was a non-statutory service, that 
the proposal to charge be reviewed but with a number of significant changes.

Alternatives considered: 
Other options contained within the report were considered and subsequently 
rejected.

Resolved:
1. That all schools from 1st April 2019 that are ‘RAG’ rated Green, via the 

Highways service Location Priority Score calculation be charged for the 
service. 

2. That the service be withdrawn from those schools who are not willing to 
pay for the School Crossing Patrol service.  

3. All Schools which have been RAG rated Amber or Red will continue to 
receive the School Crossing Patrol service from the Council.

Reasons for the decisions:
The proposals, detailed in the report, were based on work carried out by the 
Council’s Highways Service via a Location Priority Score Calculation.  This 
was included as a Background Paper, in the agenda pack and detailed the 
RAG rating for each School Crossing Patrol point.  The RAG rating took into 
account various factors in relation to the School Crossing Patrol point 
including speed limit, road classification, crossing facilities, visibility, service 
users and location. Based on this information there were a total of 35 School 
Crossing Patrol points which the Council deemed should cease.
Eligible for call-in: Yes.

STREET LIGHTING ENERGY CONTRACT
117 The Cabinet considered a report of the Director of Neighbourhoods that 
sought approval to give delegated approval to the Director of Neighbourhoods 
to enter into a utilities contract for the supply of electric, for street lighting.

Alternatives considered:
Alternative options were detailed in the report which were considered and 
subsequently rejected.

Resolved:
1. The Cabinet authorises the Director of Neighbourhoods to enter into a 
contract with the utility supplier who provided the most economically 
advantageous tariff for street lighting (electricity contract).
2. A three year fixed price contract commencing 1st April 2019 be entered 
into via the YPO framework for the supply of electricity for street lighting. 
3. In accordance with the Public Contracts Regulation 2015, Rochdale 
Council undertake a procurement exercise to source a new energy supplier, 
with effect from 1st April 2019. 
4. The Council enter in a framework contract with YPO in partnership with 
partnering authorities commencing on 1st April 2019 and expiring on 31st 
March 2022.



Reasons for the decisions:
The annual cost for energy was set to increase by at least 10% according to 
industry feedback. The cost of joining the YPO framework was considered to 
be competitive and that energy costs were set to rise extensively. The 
Council’s current contract for Street Lighting Energy is due to expire in March 
2019. The Council would be subject to ‘out of contract rates’ if the authority 
didn’t commit to a contract and would also enable he Council to join a 
framework contract with partnering authorities to be aligned and which would 
commence on 1st April 2019.
Eligible for call-in: Yes.


